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Indian, in the Gulf ports, but her main interest was strategic—
to keep her rival outside the Gulf and away from the Seistan
fringe of the Baluchi and South Afghanistan frontiers. The agree-
ment partitioned Persia along these lines into two spheres of
influence with a neutral zone between. It was criticized in
Russia by Count Witte (now prime minister there) as barring his
country's advance; and in England by Lord Curzon as giving
away to Russia nearly all Persia's best territory, including eleven
out of her twelve chief towns. To some extent the criticisms
cancel out. The spheres of influence were not to derogate from
the Shah's sovereignty, which was to be continued in both.
The Afghan and Tibetan agreements need not detain us. By
the first Russia undertook to have no political relations with the
Afghan government save through the intermediary of Great
Britain, while Great Britain affirmed her intention not to change
the political status of the country nor to take any measures there
threatening Russia. The agreement was only to come into force
with the consent of the Amir; but though this was never obtained,
its terms were kept by both parties. In Tibet they both bound
themselves not to interfere, nor to send representatives to Lhasa,
nor to negotiate save through China, Tibet's suzerain. Most of
the results of the Younghusband expedition (other than the ex-
clusion of Russia) were soon afterwards abandoned; and the way
was left open for China to reconquer the country in 191 o. Neither
about Afghanistan nor about Tibet did subsequent friction
arise. About Persia it did.
Two points require note in regard to this Convention as a
whole. In the first place it drove Russia back on the Near East
for her cwarm water'. Japan had expelled her from the China
Seas, and she now waived her approach to the Persian Gulf.
Only the Dardanelles outlet remained; and already her interest
in the Balkans quickened. Under Nicholas II it had become
almost dormant; since 1897, there had been definite Austro-
Russian co-operation in all Balkan matters; and even when, in
1903, the Macedonian Bulgars put up against the Turks by far
the biggest Christian revolt since 1876, the Tsar was content
that his foreign minister should meet the Austrian foreign
minister at Miirzsteg, and agree to a programme of 'reforms',
behind which the Concert of Europe stayed lined-up for the
next five years. That it was an inadequate programme, allow-
ing dire misgovernment and even massacres to continue, did not

